
C o n g r e s s m a n
Sanford D. Bishop Jr.
announced that the
United States House of
Representatives over-
whelmingly approved
legislation to expand
the State Children’s
Health Insurance
Program, which cur-
rently provides health
insurance to 7 million
low- and middle-income
children nationwide.
The measure the house
passed will extend cov-
erage to an additional 4
million uninsured chil-
dren who are currently
eligible for, but not
enrolled in, SCHIP and
Medicaid. The vote was
289 to 139.

“Expanding SCHIP to
an additional 4 million
children is a vital
downpayment for a
healthier America,”
said  Bishop.

“A healthy start in
life means children who
are better prepared for
learning in school. It
means lower health
care costs from child-
hood through adulthood
and into old age as
well.”

The legislation —
H.R. 2, the Children’s
Health Insurance Pro-
gram Reauthorization
Act — reauthorizes
SCHIP for four and a
half years (through
Fiscal Year 2013). It
includes important pro-
visions to improve the
quality of children’s
health care by develop-

ing and implementing
pediatric health quality
measures. It also
enhances SCHIP bene-
fits by ensuring dental
coverage and mental
health parity, strength-
ens vital outreach and
enrollment efforts and
avoids state funding
shortfalls that may
threaten the program’s
stability. The measure is
fully paid for by a 61-
cent increase in the fed-
eral tobacco tax.

Georgia’s version of
the federal SCHIP pro-
gram, PeachCare for
Kids, enrolled 356,285
children in Fiscal Year
2007. According to the
Congressional Research

Service, Georgia would
receive a 68 percent
increase in its federal
SCHIP allotments in
Fiscal Year 2009 should
the measure be enacted
into law (from $175.6
million to $294.2 mil-
lion). Families USA esti-
mates that an addition-
al 181,000 low- and mid-
dle-income children will
gain health care cover-
age.

“The legislation also
is a welcome relief for
those working Ameri-
can families struggling
in this challenging
economy to provide
affordable health care
for their children,” said
Bishop.

The Early County
Forestry Pageant was
held Jan. 10 at
Mangham Auditorium
with 31 girls vying for
the titles of Miss, Teen,
Junior, Little, Tiny,
Teeny, and Baby Miss
Early County Forestry.

Reigning queens  Dani
Taylor, Hannah Odom,
Shanna Suggs,
Savannah Hall, Kate
Hattaway, Carley Miles
Fenn and Haylee Brunson
opened the pageant.

Miss Miller-Seminole
Forestry, Lauren Arnold,
an ECHS graduate and
former Early County
Forestry Queen, served
as mistress of cere-
monies.

Sophie Ard, daughter
of Steve and Samantha
Ard, was crowned Baby
Miss and also won  pho-
togenic, prettiest dress
and  prettiest smile
awards. Makaylah
McKellar was first run-
ner up and won the pret-
tiest hair award. Bella
Hardy was second run-
ner-up and the people’s
choice winner.

Cailyn Dean, daughter
of Chad and Courtney
Dean, was crowned

Teeny Miss Early
County Forestry. She
also won the prettiest
dress award. Keely
Walden received first
runner up, photogenic
and the prettiest hair
award. Brecken Johns
received the prettiest
smile award and Emma
Grace Chapman was the
people’s choice winner.

Ellaina Phillips,
daughter of of Eli
Phillips and Brandi
Phillips, won the title of
Tiny Miss Early County
Forestry. She also won
the prettiest dress
award. Haley Whittaker
placed first runner up
and won the title of Miss
Early County Forestry
Hospitality. Caroline
Harrison was second
runner up. Morgan
Bridges was the winner
of the prettiest hair and
prettiest smile awards.

Saylor Odom, daugh-
ter of Christina and the
late Todd Odom, won the
title of Little Miss Early
County Forestry. She
also won the prettiest
dress award. Emmie
Fenn was first runner up
and the prettiest hair
winner. Katibeth Mims

was second runner up,
Abigail Grantham was
third runner up and
Analeigh Cook placed
fourth runner up. Carlie
Maxwell was the pretti-
est smile winner and
Abby Chapman received
the people’s choice
award.

Lizzy Stanford,
daughter of Dieter and
Ann Stanford, was
crowned Junior Miss
Early County Forestry
and won the prettiest
dress award. Megan
Smith placed first run-
ner up and also won the
photogenic, prettiest
hair and prettiest smile
awards. Whitney Hardy
was the winner of the
people’s choice award.

Brooke Kelley, daugh-
ter of Trent and Donna
Kelley, was crowned
Teen Miss Early County
Forestry and also
received the prettiest
hair and the interview
award. Georgia Hodges
won the photogenic,
prettiest dress, prettiest
smile, and speech
awards. Ahyla Branch
was the winner of the
people’s choice award.

Courtney Lynn

Brownlee is the new
Miss Early County
Forestry. Courtney is the
17-year-old daughter
Mark and Deborah
Pearce and Ron
Brownlee. She resides in
Damascus and is a sen-
ior at Miller County
High School.

The Teeny, Tiny, Little,
Junior, Teen, and Miss
Queens will all travel to
Tifton in June to repre-
sent Early County
Forestry in the Georgia
Forestry Pageant.
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We’re now your
“Hometown Grill”

each Thursday night
beginning Jan. 22nd!

Where everybody
knows your name!

New Thursday night menu...
Steaks  •  Seafood
Pasta  •  Burgers

146 Court Square

Your Hometown Grill...Your Hometown Grill...

Where everybody
knows your name!

Tax Time Specials

Performance Tire Center
North Main Street, Blakely • 723-TIRE (8473)

Across from Payton Animal Hospital

Use Your Tax
Return and Let

Emory, Bo or Neil
Help You 

With All Your Automotive Needs!

FULL SERVICE
Up to 5 quarts 10W30OIL AND LUBE

24.95$

Morris

Plus Parts

From

Rotate &
Balance Tires

28.00$

Most
Vehicles.

Computerized
Alignments

60.00$

Parts & Labor Extra.
Most Vehicles.

Brake Service
Front or Rear 

Brakes

89.95$

Includes  Resurfacing Rotors
Most Vehicles. Plus Tax.

229-723-3501 • 800-654-5417
1503 South Main St. • Blakely

HATTAWAY FORD

‘Tax Time’ Specials

Stop by and see our great selection of pre-owned vehicles!

2005 AVALANCHE
4x4, Moon Roof, Leather

$13,900
2004 YUKON

3rd Seat, DVD, Moon Roof

$6,950

TAX TIME

STERLING P. JONES ENTERPRISES, INC.
Tax and Bookkeeping Service

18193 E. South Boulevard
Blakely, Georgia 39823

We Appreciate Your Business

Phone: 229-723-3625
Fax: 229-723-8804

Electronic Filing and
Refund Anticipation
Loans Available

Serving Georgia and All States

587

More for you. More 
for your family.

GET AMERICA’S MOST RELIABLE WIRELESS NETWORK

*Our Surcharges (incl. Fed. Univ. Svc. of 11.4% of interstate & int’l telecom charges (varies quarterly), 7¢ Regulatory & 85¢ Administrative/line/mo., & others by area) are not taxes (details: 
1-888-684-1888); gov’t taxes & our surcharges could add 5%-36% to your bill. Activation fee/line: $35 ($25 for secondary Family SharePlan lines w/2-yr. Agmts). IMPORTANT CONSUMER 
INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. Up to $175 early termination fee/line, up to 45¢/min. after allowance & $1.99/MB (incl. Mobile 
Web ads). Device capabilities: Add’l charges & conditions apply. O�ers & coverage, varying by service, not available everywhere. Network details & coverage maps at verizonwireless.
com. Nights: 9:01pm-5:59am M-F. Max 5 lines on same account. Limited-time o�er. In CA: Sales tax based on full retail price of phone. Rebate debit card takes up to 6 wks & expires in 12 
months. © 2008 Verizon Wireless.

Buy 1 get 1 FREE!

$29.99
$79.99 2-year retail price - $50.00mail-in rebate 
debit card
With new 2 year activation per phone.

after mail-in rebate debit card

Samsung SCH-u410LG VX5500

Buy 1 get 1 FREE!

$29.99
$79.99 2-year retail price - $50.00 mail-in rebate 
debit card
With new 2 year activation per phone.

after mail-in rebate debit card

M & E Wireless 
811-A East Oak Street 
McRae, Ga 31055
(229) 868-4318

M & E Wireless 
108 South Second Street
Soperton, GA 30457
(912) 529-2096

M & E Wireless 
223 West Spring Street
Mt. Vernon, GA 30445
(912) 583-0039

M & E Wireless 
205 Dawson Street
Cuthbert, GA 39840
(229)732-2231

Blakely Senior Center
310 Meadowbrook Drive

Daily Events
Jan. 26 — Rhythm band practice - 10:30-11:30. Lunch:
Beef hot dog with chili, baked beans, cole slaw, hot dog
bun, fruit cobbler.
Jan. 27 — Physical fitness - 10:15 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Jeopardy - 11 a.m. Lunch: Chicken and rice casserole,
broccoli, Harvard beets, corn muffin, tropical fruit.
Jan. 28 — Bingo - 10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Lunch:
Country fried steak with gravy, creamed potatoes, mari-
nated carrots, wheat roll, fresh fruit.
Jan. 29 — Physical fitness - 10:15 a.m. - 11 a.m. Rev.
Slade Speir, devotional - 11 a.m. Lunch: Smothered
chicken, blackeye peas, collard greens, sliced bread,
fruited strawberry Jello.
Jan. 30 — Physical fitness - 10:15 a.m. 11 a.m. Rev. L.B.
Ingram, whistling preacher - 11 a.m. Lunch: Spaghetti
and meatballs, tossed salad, corn, Texas toast, apple
crumble.
Anyone 60 and over is invited to join us for activities
and/or lunch. One day notice is needed for lunch. Call
723-8700. Arlington Senior Center offers the same daily
meals.

Thirty-one vie for queen titles

SCHIP approved by House

      




