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RELIGION

Continually put your trust in God

Jeremiah 29:1-14

It is difficult for the car-
nal — fleshly — mind to
understand the relation-
ship between the judgment
of God and the love of God.
These aspects of the nature
of God are too often seen as
the opposite ends of one
line. Yet, the two are close-
ly woven into the nature of
the heavenly father — the
creator of the universe.

These contrasting con-
cepts seem to have plagued
the thoughts of people
through the centuries. As
the Apostle Paul wrote his
letter to the Roman church,
he addressed this paradox.
He explained that only
those with a changed heart
could ever hope to under-
stand any part of the
“divine mystery.” Romans
8:5-10.

The nation of Judah —
the southern kingdom of
the chosen nation — had
been given many warnings
concerning the national sin
that had become rampant.
The kings had led the peo-
ple away from the God of
their fathers, and had
influenced them to serve
the pagan gods of the sur-
rounding nations.

Judgment would be poured
out upon this rebellious
people.

The northern kingdom —
the kingdom of Israel —
had already been carried
away by their captors. The
same fate awaited this
rebellious group. The king
who would be used to
accomplish this judgment
would be Nebuchadnezzar,

the king of the
Babylonians. 2 Chronicles
36:13-21. However, this

final destruction had been
preceded by two other
invasions. The first group
of captives that were car-
ried to Babylon included
Daniel and his three
friends. The second “wave”
included the prophet,
Ezekiel, and many of the
skilled workers. Jeremiah
29:2.

There were false
prophets who had predict-
ed a “short exile.” Jeremiah
28:3. However, this was not
the divine plan nor pur-
pose. God vindicates his
own. Jeremiah 28:17.
There were some prophets
among the exiles that had
their own “versions” of this
same message of error.
Jeremiah 29:21.
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This faithful prophet
wanted the readers — and
hearers — to understand
the source of this message
— “Thus saith the Lord of
hosts, the God of Israel...”
Jeremiah 29:4a.

These exiles were to
understand that God was
the “reason” for their pres-
ent condition — “whom I
have caused to be carried
away from Jerusalem unto
Babylon.” Jeremiah 29:4b.
This divine act was neces-
sary for the holiness of God
to be recognized by these
individuals.

Today, it is often difficult
for us to recognize the
hand of God in our person-
al “trying experiences.” Yet,
these, sometimes, come
into our lives in order for
us to understand that
there are “consequences” of
personal actions, as well as
there being the result of

actions of others over
which we have no control.
Yet, it is important for us to
remember that God is
aware of all of our situa-
tions, and can use this for
eternal good. Romans 8:28.

The instruction given by
the prophet was, “You can
enjoy the ride.” “Build ye
houses, and dwell in them,
and plant gardens, and eat
the fruit of them; take ye
wives, and beget sons and
daughters; and take wives
for your sons, and give your
daughters to husbands,
that they may bear sons
and daughters; that ye may
be increased there, and not
diminished.” Jeremiah
29:5,6.

A divine directive was
followed by divine assur-
ance. “And seek the peace
of the city whither I have
caused you to be carried
away captives, and pray
unto the Lord for it: for in
the peace thereof shall ye
have peace.” Jeremiah
29:7.

It is interesting to note
that during any kind of dif-
ficult time, it is possible to
find some “spiritual per-
son” who will tell you “what
you want to hear.”

extended exile was not the
“popular message” among
the captives. dJeremiah
warned, “Thus saith the
Lord of hosts, the God of
Israel; let not your
prophets and your divin-
ers, that be in the midst of
you, deceive you, neither
hearken to your dreams
which ye cause to be
dreamed. For they proph-
esy falsely unto you in my
name: I have not sent
them, saith the Lord.”
Jeremiah 29:8,9.

The divine timetable is,
again, given to these exiles.
“For thus saith the Lord,
that after 70 years be
accomplished at Babylon I
will visit you, and perform
my good word toward you,
in causing you to return to
this place.” Jeremiah 29:10.

The words of the prophet
gave to these exiles an
insight into the thoughts of
God. “For I know the
thoughts that I think
toward you, saith the Lord,
thoughts of peace, and not
of evil, to give you an
expected end.” Jeremiah
29:11.

Many of these exiles, who
read or heard the letter
from Jeremiah, would

‘Blessed are those who hun

Matthew 5:3-6

Hunger and thirst are
strong desires that demand
to be filled. Therefore, what
you hunger and thirst for
will determine the direction
of your life. My contention is
that everyone ultimately
gets what they most desire.

“Blessed are those who
hunger and thirst for
righteousness ...”

God blesses those who
desire righteousness.
Jesus’ first listeners knew
quite literally what it meant
to hunger and thirst. Meat
was a luxury in Palestine
and fresh water was scarce.
In those many moments of
life when the food and water
ran out, nothing mattered,
absolutely nothing, except
getting what you did not
have.

So it is with the spiritual
hunger and thirst for God’s
righteousness. You don’t
have it naturally. You can-
not produce it. You can only
desire it and receive it by

You can't

The devil and all his
powers of evil are out to
kill, steal and destroy
everyone good and every-
thing good, because he is
evil and he hates good.

He stirs wup trouble
everywhere he and his
gang of thugs go. They are
out to steal your good
name, your reputation and
your testimony. He wants
nothing more than to
destroy everyone.

He hates God’s very spe-
cial creation. Mankind. He
afflicts and stirs up trouble
out in the atmosphere and
spirit sphere and God lets
him run amok.

Now God can and does at
times send things on this
universe as a form of disci-
pline and judgment, but
it’s not his desire. He’s like
a loving parent that has to
punish but still loves the
child.

As they use to say, “The
earth is God’s footstool and
sometimes he has to stomp
on it to get our attention.”

Anyway, the bible says
that a good name is rather
to be chosen than great

the grace of God through
faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ.

The blessed are the
objects of such extravagant
grace, grace which puts exu-
berant hunger in the hearts
for the righteousness of
Christ.

This is the righteousness
desired by the woman at the
well (John 4:15), those first
disciples (John 6:68), and
the Apostle Paul
(Philippians 3:6). This is the
righteousness desired by
Luther, Calvin, Spurgeon
and other great Christians.

Believers like these are
not necessarily bad people
made good, but empty peo-
ple made hungry, and
thirsty and full. They want
Christ, and they will not be
satisfied until they have
him.

So righteousness, the
state of being right with
God, the state of grace, the
place of pardon by the blood
of Christ, is something the

The Gospel
Truth

Dr. Charles F. |-
DeVane Jr.
First Baptist
Church

blessed Christian desires
more than anything. He
receives righteousness by
grace through faith, and
returns righteousness in
works.

God blesses those who
practice righteousness. For
the Christian, “righteous” is
something that God makes
you and something God
accomplishes through you.
It is something you are and
something you do. 1 John
3:7-10. Just as the righteous
cannot rest until they are
right with God by grace
through faith in Jesus
Christ, so the blessed and
righteous Christian cannot
rest until God’s righteous-

buy a good name
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riches. How true! Besides
your soul, your good name
is the most valuable thing
you possess. That’s why
when a company that has
been in business for a good
while sells will get more
for their name than for
their tangible assets.

Once you have ruined
your good name or reputa-
tion by following the wrong
leader, Satan, then it’s
hard to restore. You can’t
buy back a good name. You
can only earn it by proving
yourself.

This crook’s brother died
and they were both crooks.
So, he gave the preacher
$1,000 and said, “Now say
something good about
Tom.” The preacher was
between a rock and a hard
place, because the church
needed the money for a
building project. So, he

said, “Ok, Jack!” At the
funeral he said, “Now,
folks, Tom was a bad man,
but compared to his broth-
er Jack, he was a saint.”

A good name, how pre-
cious! Good names are in
big demand now. That’s

why we have identity
theft.  Folks  stealing
names.

One fellow said that he
had ruined himself so
badly that he wished some-
one could take his name.

Well, there’s one that
truly knows us by name
and he knows us better
than we know ourselves.
He knows the very intent
of our heart and it goes
without saying, “it is
Jesus!”

And the old devil can
afflict our mind, he can
steal our name, our repu-
tation, but he can’t steal
our soul. That belongs to
God and the devil cant
steal the word from our
heart if it is hidden there.

If we lose out to satan
and lose our soul, then it
will be our choice. Can you
say amen?

Ministerial Association meets Aug. 8

The Blakely Ministerial
Association  will meet
Tuesday, Aug. 8 at noon at
Magnolias on Main.

Officers for the 2007-08
year include: Nathan Greer,
president, Blakely Church
of God; Fred Hersey, vice
president, First Free Will

Baptist Church; Jim
Burgess, treasurer, Blakely
Charge, United Methodist
Church, and Chuck DeVane,
secretary, First Baptist
Church.

Meetings are usually held
the second Wednes-day of
the month (except June and

July) at Magnolias.

A dutch treat lunch is fol-
lowed by prayer and plan-
ning for Associational serv-
ices and ministries.

All local pastors and voca-
tional ministers are wel-
come and encouraged to
attend.

ness is on display in their
lifestyle and deeds.

Righteous people are
known through righteous
living. Righteous people do
things right. They do not
make decisions and do work
based upon the mores of the
culture, the opinion polls of
the populace or the altar of
convenience and comfort.
They simply do the right
thing, as informed by the
word, the spirit, and the will
of God.

David could have killed
Saul, but he did the right
thing by forgiving and hon-
oring him. Matthew could
have remained a fat cat tax
brat, but he did the right
thing by leaving money to
follow the master. Why?
Because they were hungry
and thirsty to do what is
right.

Righteous people are
known by their righteous
giving. They give love, they
give time, they give a wit-
ness. If you knew where to
get the finest food and drink
for free, would you not take
it? Would you not share it?

What made Paul the great
missionary? His hunger
and thirst for the power of

the gospel to impute right-
eousness in other people.
Such people help others get
right with God.
... for they shall be
satisfied.”

God blesses those who are
satisfied with righteous-
ness. Here the precise word-
ing of the text becomes
enormously important.
“Hunger” and “thirst” are in
the present indicative tense
(a constant process).
“Filled” is future and pas-
sive. The state of blessed-
ness is to be found in the
hungering and the thirsting
now, while its perfect fulfill-
ment is still to come.

Satisfaction is not to be
found among the lost, or
among the nominal
Christian who demon-
strates no desire for the
word, for worship or for
good works.

Satisfaction is found
among the true believers
whose hearts display a long-
ing for Christ, for his pres-
ence, his word, even his
imperfect bride, the church.
The hunger and the thirst
are the blessing now, and
the best is yet to come.

Does this mean that in

probably not live to see the
end of the “70 years”
however, some did witness
the laying of the founda-
tion of the new temple.
Ezra 3:10-13.

The prophet wrote of the
attitude and actions of
those who would witness
the fulfillment of the
prophecy. “Then shall ye
call upon me, and ye shall
go and pray unto me, and I
will hearken unto you. And
ye shall seek me, and find
me, when ye shall search
for me with all your heart.”
Jeremiah 29:12,13.

The promise was impor-
tant to the people of that
time — and continues to be
encouraging to people,
today. “And I will be found
of you, saith the Lord: and I
will turn away your captiv-
ity, and I will gather you
from all the nations, and
from all the places whither
I have driven you, saith the
Lord; and I will bring you
again into the place
whence I have caused you
to be carried away captive.”
Jeremiah 29:14.

We need to learn the
same lesson of trust that
these exiles learned. God
still cares.

er ...

this life, like the Rolling
Stones, that “I can’t get no
satisfaction?” Yes, if your
search for satisfaction is
confined to sex, drugs, and
rock and roll. Yes, if your
search for satisfaction is
limited to money and mate-
rial things. But you can get
satisfaction if you are a
Matthew 6:33 Christian.
For there is no greater satis-
faction than being in the
will of God and living
according to the word of
God. It is quite literally our
heaven on earth.

No beatitude cuts to the
heart of the gospel better
than this fourth one. It is a
reflection of Genesis 15 and
Galatians 3. It is a back-
ground commentary on
Romans 1:16-17 and the
basis for John 3:16.

Such righteousness is pro-
vided only in the person and
work of Jesus Christ. Such
righteousness is accepted
only by those people who
are truly “hungry” and
“thirsty.” And such right-
eousness, such hunger and
thirst, puts us in a perfect
place — the kingdom of
God, where true blessings
flow.

CHURCH NEWS I

Ebenezer A.M.E.
Ebenezer African
Methodist Episcopal

Church in Hilton will have
their annual revival July 30
through Aug. 2 at 7:30 p.m.
The guest speaker will be
Rev. John Davis. Everyone
is invited to attend.

Greater Macedonia

The Greater Macedonia
homecoming program sche-
duled for Sunday, Aug. 5 has
been cancelled.

Shiloh M.B.

Shiloh Missionary Baptist
Church will have their
annual family and friends
day Sunday, Aug. 5. at 2:30
p-m. Their annual revival
will be Aug. 13 through Aug.
17 at 7:30 p.m. Rev. Solomon
Lyles Jr. of Albany will be
the guest speaker. Everyone
is invited to attend.

Oak Grove A.M.E.

Oak Grove African Metho-
dist Episcopal Church will

host the Blakely-Colquitt
Circuit revival Aug. 6
through Aug. 8 at 7:30 p.m.
Guest speakers will be Rev.
Millie A. Rambeau, Rev.
Gloria Wynds and Rew.
Anthony L. Yarbrough.
Everyone is invited.
Greater Macedonia

Greater Macedonia
Missionary Baptist Church
will celebrate their 30th
homecoming Aug. 3 at 7:30
p-m. and Aug. 5 at the regu-
lar Sunday service at 1:30
p-m. Everyone is invited to
attend.

Shiloh M.B.

Shiloh Missionary Baptist
Church will have their
annual family and friends
day Sunday, Aug. 5 at 2:30
p-m.

They are also hosting
revival services Aug. 13
through Aug. 17 at 7:30 p.m.
Rev. Solomon Lyles Jr., the
pastor of New Zion Hill

Baptist Church in Albany,
will be the guest speaker.
Everyone is invited to
attend.
Chattahoochee
River B.A.

The Chattahoochee River
women’s conference will be
held Saturday, August 25
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the
Chattahoochee River Bap-
tist Association building on
Highway 37 in Fort Gaines.

For more information call
724-7143.

Wesley Chapel A.MLE.

Wesley Chapel African
Methodist Episcopal
Church will host a youth
explosion at the Blakely
Civic Center Friday, August
17 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

There will be a motiva-
tional speaker, liturgical
dancers, gospel DdJ and
other entertainment.

Everyone is invited to
attend.
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Make it a
Family Affair

Attend a Church of
Your Choice This Sunday




