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AGRICULTURE

Farm bill, crop outlooks discussed

By Dan Rahn
University of Georgia

Chuck Lee scanned the
160 farmers, lenders and
others at the Georgia Ag
Forecast 2007.

“You want to know what
it’s like?” he said. “I've got
four boys, and ain’t none of
them coming back to the
farm.”

The final speaker of the
breakfast meeting Feb. 20
in Statesboro, Lee punctu-
ated the morning with a
tough assessment.

“My father struggled to
support a family farming
100 acres,” he said. “I've
struggled trying to support
a family farming 2,500
acres. I have to wonder
how many acres we’ll have
to farm to support a family
in 40 years.”

The sellout crowd heard
good news and bad from
the economists on the pro-
gram. The forecast of the
upcoming farm season
included prospects for the
2007 federal farm bill.

Lee drew a laugh with
the punch line of a story
about economists, charac-

terizing their information
as “entirely correct and
entirely useless.” But he
added, “The information
we’ve heard here is not
useless.”

Uncertain times

That’s why Georgia Ag
Forecast 2007 was created,
said Scott Angle, dean and
director of the University
of Georgia College of
Agricul-tural and
Environmental Sciences.
Agriculture needs good
information.

“With the new farm bill
and competition with other
countries, I’ve never seen a
time when things were
more uncertain,” Angle
said. “That’s the reason for
the Ag Forecast.”

The program was creat-
ed to be an annual series.
This year’s series began
Feb. 19 in Macon, where
130 people attended. More
than 200 attended in
Albany Feb. 21, and 150
are expected to attend in
Gainesville Feb. 28.

Joe Outlaw, a Texas
A&M University econo-
mist who has worked in
farm policy analysis for

two decades, said “only an
idiot” would make fore-
casts on the farm bill. “So
here goes,” he said, pre-
dicting only a 25-percent
chance of major changes.

Outlaw said the next
farm bill will likely have
more emphasis on renew-
able fuels. He predicted
some tightening of pay-
ment limits, more funds
for conservation programs
and little other change.

Corn prices up

He and UGA economist
John McKissick said the
growing demand for corn
for ethanol creates oppor-
tunities for farmers who
can grow it.

Just a year ago,
McKissick said, corn was
at $2 a bushel and ethanol
at $4 a gallon. “Now it’s
just the opposite,” he said.
“Ethanol is $2 a gallon and
corn is $4 a bushel.”

The three main markets
for corn, he said, are
ethanol production, poul-
try and livestock feed and
export markets. The U.S.
has about 100 ethanol
plants now and will soon
have 70 more. The added

Farm Credit holds stockholders meeting at Darton

Approximately 250 area
farmer-stockholders and
guests met at Darton
College Student Center to
attend the annual stock-
holder’s meeting of
Southwest Georgia Farm
Credit Tuesday, Feb. 13.

Bobby J. Brooks, chair-
man of the board of direc-
tors, presided over the
meeting. Charlie Burch,
vice chairman of the board
of directors, gave the report
of the directors and report-
ed a very good year for the
association while Richard S.
Monson, president, deliv-
ered the 2006 financial
reports and  progress.
Robert L. Holden Sr. gave a
report from the AgFirst
Farm Credit Bank board of

Randy Reid,

Salem, NC

directors.

The stockholders elected a
2008 nominating committee
as well as the following
member/borrowers to the
board of directors: Robert L.
Holden Sr. of Whigham, T.E.
Moye Jr. of Newton, and
B.E. Powell of Buena Vista.

These gentlemen join the
other directors; Bobby J.
Brooks of Edison, Charlie
Burch of Newton, T.E. Allen
IIT of Shellman, Clifford
Dollar of Bainbridge, Alton
H. Fendley Jr. of Bluffton,
Robert Moss of Plains and
Jeff Clark of Tallahassee.
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Perdue has taken some of

the adven

ure out of farming.

Thank goodness.

Randy Reid has always loved living on the farm. But with the cost of fuel and
fertilizer constantly on the rise, and the uncertainty in the tobacco and peanut
markets, Randy decided he'd had enough adventure in his life. It was time to
replace stress with stability. But how could he continue to enjoy the rural
lifestyle and earn a solid, dependable income?

After studying several options, Randy signed on as a Perdue breeder grower.
That was five years ago. Today he has three Perdue houses and a steady
income. And with demand for Perdue products always growing, the future

looks even brighter.

If your adventurous spirit is ready for some peace of mind, call or mail Perdue

today. And get started on your own Perdue success story.

Name

I'd like to know more

Address

City

State

Phone

Mail coupon to Perdue, Attn: Robert Phelps, or
Andrew Arant, 1835 US 64 A, Nashville, NC 27856

Or Call 1-800-338-5331

demand has driven corn
prices skyward. But the
historically high prices
haven’t dampened the
export demand. “Exports
are up,” he said.

While that’s good news
for farmers who can switch
acres to corn, it’s terrible
news for Georgia as a
whole, McKissick said. The
state gets more than half
of its farm income from
poultry.

Big-time losses

In 2006, he said, Georgia
poultry growers used 212
million bushels of corn.
Cattle farms pushed that
usage to 230 million
bushels.

But farmers here grew
only 28 million bushels.
“Even if we double produc-
tion,” he said, “it won’t
make much of a dent in the
deficit.”

That’s bad. “Every time
the corn price goes up $1,”
McKissick said, “there’s a
$200 million net loss in the
Georgia economy.”

And many farmers can’t
quickly change to growing
corn. Lee said the enor-
mous cost of equipment
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limits his “fairly diversi-
fied” farm’s flexibility.
“When you buy a six-row
cotton picker,” he said,
“you’re committed to grow-
ing cotton.”

Lee said he hopes one of
his sons will change his
mind about not coming
back to the farm. “I hope

we’ll always have farm-
ers,” he said. “We just have
to continually grow in
what we do.”

(Dan Rahn is a news edi-
tor with the University of
Georgia College of
Agricultural and Environ-
mental Sciences.)
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February Specials

Save 10% on all upholstery kits,
grease cartridges and hand towels.

Check with us on the Planter Parts Special.

PMC18138MO
PMC20177MO
BC221403
BP241403

AA30941
A20648
N241315
N241314
A28474
A38364

Disc HARROW
REPAIR PARTS

18” Plain
20” Plain
22” Plain
24” Plain

gang Brg. Kit
9” Sleeve
Spool

Spool

Wear Guard
Scraper

1/8 square (i tnick
1/8 square (i tnick

$13.95
$17.50
$25.50
$28.95

$41.50
$11.25
$12.25
$22.25
$10.99
$6.50

JD SwitcH PLow
REPAIR PARTS

P59129
P59130
P57265
P57266
P57046

N130190

Reg. Point
H.D. Point

Shin

Shin

Wear Plate

Chisel Plow Pts.

$14.15
$44.32
$14.55
$14.55
$7.27

$9.67

WE HAVE PARATILL REPAIR PARTS.

BLAKELY
Chancey Mill Road
723-3595 ¢ 800-533-2591

A\

info @sunsouth.com

SunSouth
ul

DONALSONVILLE
Highway 39N
524-2449 » 800-533-2604

Josd DEERE

www.sunsouth.com



